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A new variation of Agrias phalcidon fournierae (Lepidoptera, Nymphalidae) 
with forewing trifid yellow patches 
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Abstract A male Agrias phalcidon fournierae Fassl was found with forewing yellow patches 
slit into three parts by blue. 
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A male Agrias phalcidon fournierae Fassl, collected at Nova Olinda do Norte, Brazil, in 
January, 1999, shows trifid yellow patches on forewing dorsal surface. 


Fig. 1 shows the specimen in dorsal view with three subapical white spots and a basal yellow 
patch surrounded by extended discal deep blue. The yellow patch is slit into three parts by 
blue lines. The yellow is seen in the whole cell and basal part of discs 1b and 2. Extended 
deep blue is seen in discs 1b to 6 as well as in the cell on the hindwings. No discal yellow 
is seen on the hindwings. 


Figs 1-3. A male Agrias phalcidon fournierae var. trifidus nov. with a forewing trifid yellow 
patch (Nova Olinda do Norte, Brazil). 1. Dorsal view. 2. Enlargement of right fore- 
wing. 3. Ventral view. 
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Fig. 2 shows a zoomed-in picture of the right forewing. The color of the patch is changed 
from yellow to red-purple on the border. Yellow scales are seen on the central vein between 
the cell and discs. Blue scale lines are seen on both sides of the central vein reaching to the 
base. These two blue lines seem to join into a blue slit in the yellow patch macroscopically. 
Blue scales fill the narrow space between veins 11 and 12. Blue scales are seen in the base 
of the cell as well as in the base of disc 1b. Red-purple scales are seen among blue scales 
on vein 2. Many red-purple scales are seen in basal part of disc la. 


Fig. 3 shows the specimen in ventral view. A typical black pattern of Agrias phalcidon is 
seen on the hindwing. Forewing yellow patch invades the whole cell and basal parts of discs 
lb to 4, just as a typical A. p. fournierae does. 


A. p. fournierae shows a yellow patch extending from costal margin to inner margin on the 
forewing dorsal surface. The yellow patch invades the whole cell and basal parts of discs la 
to 3 (Rebillard, 1961; Barselou, 1983). The present specimen shows a smaller yellow patch 
than a typical A. p. fournierae butterfly does. No yellow scale is seen in discs la and 3 on 
the dorsal surface macroscopically. However, many red-purple scales are seen in the disc la 
in the zoomed-in picture. The yellow patch is also very large on ventral surface. These 
suggest that present specimen belongs to A. p. fournierae. A variation has been described as 
A. p. fournierae var. signata Michael that has a small yellow patch with invasion of a black 
line on forewing dorsal surface. The present specimen has a trifid yellow patch with blue 
slits, and is different from the signata variation. The authors name this butterfly as var. 
trifidus nov. 
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1999 FEL AIT IYNOS TS PAV YI RIV CREE NRT VALS TVS OAREN 
ia, BEZ Lo CHE, b ÆRU EEH, SETARE S NIZ LORRA RAT 
H2DT, Agrias phalcidon fournierae var. trifidus nov. ESAT IWERES A. 
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ubZ signata BHIOM CWS. AAMOMA CIS, AERAR D lb Bt 2K CHA; 
4 OAR IRE IZ oO TA. ERBA CTii la SEM be. OREORE DNA. HH 
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EV CWS. BRILELDFORIDSAY. 113, PE, lb SOBRE SHRM CHANT 
vad. 38 2 BARE ap BS IBS CRD ONS. PSR E FOR RMS ARR 
RNC -ROAVIFER LUCE, BEBE AS KC EPICA CIS ERA SNA. 
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